




Remember John has clearly said that our 
performance will never be perfect – those who 
say they have no sin are liars he said. 
 

This is not about pride in our performance but 
belief in our Savior. 



13 I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 
us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what 
we asked of him. 



16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that 
does not lead to death, you should pray and God will 
give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead 
to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not 
saying that you should pray about that. 17 All 
wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead 
to death. 18 We know that anyone born of God does 
not continue to sin; the One who was born of God 
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 



19 We know that we are children of God, and that the 
whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We 
know also that the Son of God has come and has given 
us understanding, so that we may know him who is 
true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son 
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Dear 
children, keep yourselves from idols. 



Living with confidence… 

• In our assurance of abundant and eternal life 
with God (v. 13; John 10:10) 

• In our prayers (v. 14-17; James 5:15-16) 



Living with confidence… 

• Regarding our battles with the evil one 
(v. 18; 1 John 4:4; 1 Peter 5:8-11) 

• In our understanding and knowledge of God 
(v. 20) 



No God like our God. No Savior like our Savior. 
No helper like our helper, the Holy Spirit. (v. 21) 
 

We reject all rival Gods – the idols of this world 
will never have our heart! 



– Ask a friend you trust to help you watch our 
for any idols that seem to lure you in. 

– Examples: 

• Greed (Colossians 3:5) 

• Ungodly Power (James 5:7-10) 



– Write out your prayers for a few weeks. Go 
back and read them. 

– Do your prayers reflect your trust in a God 
who hears and answers according to His 
will? Are your prayers often focused on 
interceding for others in need? 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 


